time. Possibly the most that can be expected in the future, is a limited role for interferon or interferon inducers in the prophylaxis of serious infections, and in the treatment of certain types of established or persistent infections.
Interferons, nevertheless, continue to be of great interest in biology and medicine, and this excellent, carefully compiled book is the best one there isthe interferon bible! C A MIMS Bone Marrow Interpretation by Lawrence Kass MS MD FACP pp xv +97 illustrated $5.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1973 It is stated on the cover that 'the theme of this book is that individual cellular aberrations combine to form a mosaic or pattern which is characteristic for a particular disease or category of disease. It recognises that identification of cell type is a prerequisite for interpretation'. No one would dispute the validity of these statements. Yet the book fails in its purpose because the illustrations are poor; this is due, on the one hand, to reproduction in black and white and, on the other, to their lack of sharp definition, as if they were not quite in focus. The colours taken on by the various cell types after staining provide essential features for their identification and hence for the interpretation of what is seen. Since, in practice, it is the stained and therefore multicoloured bone marrow film that is examined, these important tinctorial qualities cannot be conveyed in black and white, particularly if the cells do not stand out sharply. Furthermore the text is very elementary. The author's aim, although commendable, is, unfortunately, not Londoni: Edward Arnold 1973 The second edition of Professor Brewer's book covers essentially the same ground as the original; many subjects have been revised and a few new sections added. There is a discussion of the quantitative assessment of changes in renal biopsies, and an appendix which describes the preparation of 1 jtm sections from methacrylate-embedded material.
The chapter on the normal kidney includes a brief discussion of the mesangial cell, which had not been fully identified in 1964. Nothing, however, has been added to the description of the juxtaglomerular apparatus, about which much more is now known. Additional information is given on the possible causes of the nephrotic syndrome. The definitive sections on minimal change and membranous glomerulonephritis are included in this chapter and have been enlarged.
In the section on proliferative glomerulonephritis, the main subgroup is misleadingly called endothelial cell proliferative glomerulonephritis, and generally equated with poststreptococcal glomerulonephritis; it would surely be agreed by most renal pathologists that the mesangial cell is mainly involved in this condition.
A new section on membranoproliferative and lobular glomerulonephritis has been added. The chapters on diabetes, pyelonephritis and the kidney and hypertension, are little changed, while the chapter on 'miscellaneous conditions' is also virtually the same as before.
The excellent illustrations are those used in the previous edition; it seems a pity that no electron micrographs are included.
In spite of the few criticisms voiced here, this book must still be of real use to the practising pathologist; the second edition has brought it into the scene of contemporary renal pathology, and the high standard of the illustrations helps to make it very good value for money. The editors of this book have collected, classified and reviewed a large number of articles on subjects pertaining to plastic and reconstructive surgery from a wide varietyof journals and have, in places, added short but useful comments. They have included as much detail from each article as is commensurate with a smallish volume.
The making of a good precis is, however, an art in which few are accomplished, and the book quickly underlines this truth. The phraseology often borders on the incredible (e.g. '. . . the buccal orifice is made somewhat smaller.. which makes reading heavy to say the least.
Insufficient information is included to make the book worthwhile for reference and it is therefore only useful as an aid in the constant struggle to keep abreast of recent work. As such it has considerable merit.
T D COCHRANF
Diseases of the Nose, Throat and Ear by I Simson Hall and Bernard H Colman 10th edn pp x+468 illustrated £2.50 Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone 1973 Ten editions are a reliable indication that this well known textbook, in its scope and content, is still fulfilling a need in those for whom it is designed. Perhaps the new house surgeon will be more attracted to it than the undergraduate, for whom cheaper and briefer texts are now available. For the busy general practitioner it remains a comprehensive and lucid account of conditions he is likely to encounter.
The present edition keeps abreast of recent developments in the theory and practice of the specialty.
In a short textbook the balance between various sections is always a difficulty. The authors have rightly emphasized the commoner conditions and the sections on the ear, pharynx and nose are particularly good, while that on the neck and especially the salivary glands, is perhaps too brief to cover the subjects adequately. The choice and quality of the illustrations are excellent. Overall this edition maintains the high standard of its Three pxdiatricians take part in those sections dealing with the fetus and neonate. There are also chapters on embryology, anatomy and physiology of the reproductive organs. Although it is aimed at the postgraduate student, practising obstetricians and gynecologists, many of whom are keen amateur pathologists, will find much of interest in the book. Good editing has resulted in a uniformity of style in spite of multiple authorship. The layout is attractive and it is easy to read. Throughout the text reference is made to recent publications and there is an extensive and up-to-date bibliography at the end ofeach chapter. Cervical dysplasia, vulval dermatoses, the endocrine effects of ovarian tumours, the use of vaginal smears to determine sex hormone levels, the study of liquor amnii, teratogenesis, the pathology of the placenta, of perinatal and of maternal death, are examples of the contents. While not serving as an undergraduate text nor as a comprehensive reference volume for the specialist the book succeeds admirably in its intention to provide the reader with up-to-date views on the pathological basis of the disorders currently under discussion in the field of obstetrics and gynxcology. London: Henry Kimpton It is a great pleasure to see the fourth edition of this remarkable book. The first (1956 edition) was perhaps the first large publication ever to consider in detail and with authority the clinical, biochemical and genetic aspects of any group of disorders. As the author points out, the 'heritable disorders of connective tissue' (a term introduced by him in 1955) are encountered in the practice of a remarkable number of medical specialties, and there must be many clinicians and others whose first introduction to thinking about genetics has been through this book. There is little alteration from the third edition in the chapter headings, but now there are additional separate chapters on the Weil-Marchesai syndrome, cutis laxa and genetic disorders of the osseous system, and the overall size of the book has almost doubled. The introductory chapter on the clinical behaviour of hereditary syndromes with a precis of medical genetics is very much improved, though a somewhat unnecessary photograph of a metaphase
